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Chairman's Report
Since the last report of your Chairman, the Committee on
Oceanography has perhaps been the most active of all the Section
Committees. An interim report to the Council has already been filed
by this Committee and it is anticipated that a full report with recommendations will be available for the Annual Meeting in August.
The Ad Hoc Committee on Law of Treaties has also been active.
It was authorized by the Council at the Mid-Winter Meeting in
February and immediately met with those charged with representing
the United States on the International Law Commission where a draft
treaty is being prepared. Indeed, the Chairman of the Ad Hoc Committee spent several days in Vienna where the International Law Commission was in session.
The aim of your Chairman has been to bring the best minds and
talents of the Section to the assistance of those in government charged
with the duty of stating a position of the United States in international
law problems. The work of these two committees is an example of
how that aim can be accomplished.
Meetings
Resumg of Spring Meeting of Council and Section of International
and ComparativeLaw
The Spring Meeting of the Council of the Section of International
and Comparative Law took place on Friday, May 24, 1968, in
Washington, D.C.
Present were your Chairman; David M. Gooder, the ChairmanElect; Clifford J. Hynning, Benjamin Busch, Harry Inman, and George
W. Haight, Divisional Vice-Chairmen; Katherine Drew Hallgarten,
Secretary; Edward D. Re, Paul Carrington, Donald K. Duvall, William
C. Farrer, Charles R. Norberg, Leonard C. Meeker, Eberhard P.
Deutsch, David F. Maxwell, Leonard von B. Sutton, members of the
Council; and Max Chopnick, Section Delegate.
Also in attendance were Past Chairmen Victor C. Folsom, Harry
LeRoy Jones, Lyman Tondel, and J. Wesley McWilliams; William
L. Griffin, Robert Layton, Malcolm Wilkey, John Laylin, Cecil
Morgan, Richard Young, Northcutt Ely, and Jerry O'Leary.
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Your Chairman stated that he is delighted with the way the
Committees of the Section are working, and expressed his appreciation
to the Chairmen and members.
John Laylin, Chairman of the working group on jurisdiction
of the seabed beyond the continental shelf, gave an interim report on
its studies which have not yet been completed. After considerable
discussion, a motion was made, seconded, and carried that the working group should continue its studies and make a further progress
report in Philadelphia.
The Council next considered and duly approved the following
proposed amendments to the by-laws for submission to the Section
in Philadelphia: an amendment increasing Section dues to $10 per
year, as recommended by the Council at the Mid-Year meeting, and
an amendment to Art. 6, Section 1 of the by-laws to provide for a
special midwinter meeting of the Section at a time and place to be
designated by the Council, in lieu of the present provision for a
regular midwinter meeting.
Your Chairman requested the Chairman of the Committee on
Policy Planning and Coordination to give a brief interim report on
specialization within the Bar. After some discussion, a motion was
made, seconded, and carried that the committee study the matter
further and report back to the Council at a later date.
Under the by-laws requiring the election of a committee to
nominate officers for the coming year, the following committee was
named by the Chairman, and approved by the Council:
Edward D. Re, Chairman
Walter E. Craig
J. Wesley McWilliams
Your Chairman requested the Vice-Chairman of the International Organizations Division to report on a proposed resolution on
amending the United Nations Charter. After discussion, a motion
was made, seconded, and carried that the matter be referred to the
Committee on United Nations Activities of the Division to prepare
a report to be submitted at a later date.
Eberhard P. Deutsch, Chairman of the Ad Hoc Committee on
the Law of Treaties, reported that they had met with Department of
State officials and were continuing their study of the draft treaty on
the Law of Treaties. The Ad Hoc Committee was requested to report
further at a later date.
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After an adjournment for luncheon at which former Secretary
of State Dean Acheson spoke, a joint meeting of the Council and the
Section was called to order at 2:30 p.m.
The Committee on the Law of Outer Space submitted for
approval of the Section a recommendation that the House of Delegates adopt a proposed resolution (1) urging the ratification by the
United States of the Agreement on the Rescue and Return of Astronauts and the Return of Space Objects, and (2) urging further negotiation through the Legal Subcommittee of the United Nations Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space in an effort to reach
agreement on the important question of liability for death, personal
injury, or damage to property caused by the launching of objects
into outer space. A motion was made, seconded, and carried that
the recommendation and proposed resolution be approved for submission to the House of Delegates at the Philadelphia meeting.
The attention of the Section was called to the suggestion of
the Chairman of the Committee on the Law of Outer Space that an
ABA Institute on Air Law be held in Chicago, Illinois, in 1969 in
commemoration of the 25th Anniversary of the Chicago Civil Aviation Convention. A motion was made, seconded, and carried that
the Council approve submission of the suggestion to the Section. A
motion was made, seconded, and carried by the Section that the Section Delegate present this suggestion to the Administration Committee.
A further motion was made by the Council and was seconded and
carried that a Special Committee of the Section be named to consult
with the conferees on a proposed program.
The Vice-Chairman of the Division of Comparative Law asked
for guidance on a suggestion of the Committee on Latin American
Law that it write and publish from time to time, country by country,
manuals on "how to go public" in each Latin American country and
that it solicit the assistance of the American Stock Exchange on this.
A motion was made, seconded, and carried that the Council approve
such study and publication.
A report was also received from the Vice-Chairmen of the
Division of International Organizations.
The Committee on Policy Planning and Coordination was requested to study the question of the most appropriate way of receiving
Section committee reports in order to show due recognition and to
profit from the efforts of the various committees.
By resolution, the Council increased the number of members of
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